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Internationally known author, 
speaker, and consultant Alan 
AtKisson has been advising, 
teaching, and inspiring people 
for more than twenty-five years.  
 
He has developed tools and 
methods for doing sustainable 
development that have been 
adopted around the world. 
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AtKisson has also managed to combine his work as an 
expert in sustainability with a parallel career as a 
singer-songwriter and performing artist. He often uses 
music to enliven his speeches and presentations. In 2013 
he was recognized for his multiple contributions with 
induction into the Sustainability Hall of Fame™. 

AtKisson began his career as a journalist, editing an 
award-winning and pioneering journal of sustainability 
and systems thinking, In Context, from 1988-1992. In 
1991, he co-founded the Sustainable Seattle initiative, 
widely recognized and copied as a global model for 
urban sustainability and indicator development. The UN 
named Sustainable Seattle a “Best Practice” at the 
global “HABITAT II” conference in 1996.  

In 1997, while he was participating in an international 
research program on sustainability indicators, AtKisson 
invented the Sustainability Compass, a system for 
indicator development, stakeholder engagement, and 
organizational sustainability management. The 
framework began to spread and the Sustainability 
Compass has become a popular tool that is now used 
around the world, from schools in Asia to companies in 
Europe and the United States. 

AtKisson’s first book, Believing Cassandra: How to be 
an optimist in a pessimist’s world, was a bestseller in 
its category in 1999. The book was completely updated 
in 2010, and it has been translated into Japanese, 
Russian, and Chinese. Believing Cassandra has been 
widely used as an introductory text to global 
sustainability problems and solutions.  

His second book, The Sustainability Transformation 
(2010), introduced a new methodology for collaborative 
planning and learning, the ISIS Method. “ISIS” stands for 
Indicators, Systems, Innovation, Strategy, and the ISIS 
way of approaching complex sustainability problems has 
been adopted by professional training programs, 
universities, companies, and schools.  

In addition to the open-source ISIS Method, AtKisson also 
developed a set of proprietary ISIS-based tools 
(“Accelerator”) that include the Sustainability Compass 
(Nature, Economy, Society, Wellbeing); an inter-
disciplinary collaboration workshop called “Pyramid”; 
and a training program for innovators and change agents 
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called “Amoeba”. These tools have spread to countries 
around the world through the professional training 
program AtKisson cofounded (with Axel Klimek), ISIS 
Academy, as well as through international development 
programs and other initiatives. AtKisson makes the tools 
available free of charge to many schools and non-profit 
organizations, especially in the developing world. 

AtKisson is an experienced communicator with a passion 
for accelerating change. He has given hundreds of 
keynote speeches, seminars, and presentations, and he 
has worked on projects to advance sustainability in over 
forty countries. He is comfortable working in English, 
Swedish, and French. He believes in using every skill one 
can bring to the table, and in his case, those skills 
include music and songwriting. Whenever possible (and 
appropriate to the group), he brings music and 
creativity into his work. "Music is a way of supporting 
both the intellectual and the emotional sides of 
sustainability work,” he notes, “and neuroscience tells 
us that connecting ideas to emotional experiences 
makes a big difference in our capacity to learn. So for 
me, music is a wonderful way to enrich communication 
around sustainability and change — and everything else."  

Since 1992, AtKisson’s work has principally been based 
in a social enterprise that he founded in Seattle (he now 
lives in Stockholm, Sweden). As President of the 
AtKisson Group, he coordinates a global network of 
organizations that teach and use the ISIS Method and 
tools, including nine small consulting businesses (three 
co-owned by AtKisson), three national-level non-profit 
foundations (in Indonesia, Thailand, and Japan), three 
university centers of expertise (in the US, Sweden, and 
Russia), and about 15 independent associates. See 
www.AtKisson.com for more information. 

AtKisson has several times led other organizations as 
well, including serving six years as president of the 
International Network of Resource Information Centers, 
better known as “The Balaton Group,” from 2006-2012.  

In 2013, AtKisson was appointed to the Science and 
Technology Advisory Council of the President of the 
European Commission, José Manuel Barroso. A dual 
citizen of Sweden and the United States, he lives in 
Stockholm with his wife, Kristina AtKisson (who also 
works in sustainability) and their two children. 
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Consultant to companies, governments, and the United Nations 
As a strategist and expert advisor, AtKisson’s clients have  
included global companies such as Nike, Ernst & Young (EY),  
and Levi Strauss. He helps design and facilitate national and 
international initiatives, and he has often worked directly with the 
United Nations on shaping sustainable development strategy. 

Senior sustainability trainer, lecturer, and coach 
AtKisson has taught over 2,000 people in courses on strategic 
sustainability and change, working with a wide variety of 
organizations. He has lectured to thousands more. In 2009, he  
co-founded a professional development company, ISIS Academy, 
offering high level Master Classes. See www.ISISAcademy.com  

Initiator and Chair of the Pyramid 2030 Campaign 
Building on the success of the Pyramid workshop he developed 
(with AtKisson Group colleagues), in 2013 AtKisson initiated a 
global campaign to support the UN process of developing 
Sustainable Development Goals. Pyramid 2030 makes free 
workshop materials available to all. See www.Pyramid2030.org 

Singer-Songwriter who has released five albums  
AtKisson’s music ranges from humorous songs about science and 
economics to traditional folk, contemporary rock, and classic 
blues. His songs have been used on US television, and his latest 
album, American Troubadour, will be released in 2014. To find 
out more visit his personal website, www.AlanAtKisson.com 

Author of widely read books on sustainability and change 
With tens of thousands of copies sold, AtKisson’s principal books 
(Believing Cassandra, The Sustainability Transformation) are 
standards in the field. They are also engaging “I-couldn’t-put-it-
down” reads. His latest book, Sustainability is for Everyone, 
sold 15,000 copies its first month. See www.AtKisson.com/books 

AtKisson has very broad experience and has long been 
considered one of the leading experts on sustainability. 
But he often quotes the original definition of “expert”: 

“In Latin, an expert is not someone who knows all the 
answers,” he says. “It means, ‘someone who has been 
trying for a long time’.” Here are examples of his work: 
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Can sustainability be turned into a musical? 
AtKisson’s one-man show combines elements of 
lecture, theater, comedy, concert, even a little 
song and dance ... and wins over audiences 
AtKisson’s keynotes and presentations often contain an element of music. He might 
choose to spice up a lecture with a little audience-participation song about the 
mathematics of “Exponential Growth” ... or tell a musical story, drawing on the true 
historical events, about the hilarious things than can happen if we don’t think in 
systems terms (“The Parachuting Cats”). 

But in 2014, he took this work to the next level, and began presenting a “one-
man musical” — a 75-minute show that draws on the best moments from his 
lectures, books, and music albums. “There is a lot of serious scientific content in 
this show,” he tells audiences, “but you must also be prepared to have fun.” 

“Sustainability is for Everyone: The Musical!” is loosely based on the book he 
published in 2013, Sustainability is for Everyone. The show, like the book, translates 
the concept of sustainability into everyday language, and AtKisson tells the story of 
the global sustainability movement in an engaging, intelligent, entertaining way 

With a simple stage (chair on one side, guitar and microphones on the other), a few  
presentation slides, and a selection of his best songs, AtKisson takes the audience on 
a tour through the biggest global challenges we have faced, and are still facing. But 
he also gives us a sense of hope that these challenges can be successfully solved ... 
because we have solved similarly huge problems already.  

“Sustainability is for Everyone: The Musical!” is usually presented in a theater or 
performance space, but it is highly portable and can also be presented in schools, 
places of worship, or anywhere that can accommodate a chair, a guitar, a good 
sound system, and presentation slides.  

For information on how to book Alan to present the 
musical, perform a concert, or do a lecture or keynote 
(with or without music), please contact: 
Cassandra@AtKisson.com. 
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Examples of projects & assignments 
in chronological order 
 
Chair, Sustainable Seattle Initiative (1991-1996) 
Alan co-designed, led, and facilitated this globally 
recognized program, which set a template for how to 
identify and report on sustainability indicators. The 
program was copied around the world and still 
inspires new, similar programs today. 
 
Director, Redefining Progress (1997) 
Engaged first as Program Director for the economic 
policy institute Redefining Progress, Alan first helped 
raise over $1 million in grants and gifts and oversaw 
the technical work on both the Genuine Progress 
Indicator and the Community Indicators Program. He 
later took over as Interim Executive Director for the 
institute, guiding it through an unexpected 
leadership change. 
 
Program Director, Sustainability Institute (1999) 
As “Director of Arts & Culture,” Alan wrote his first 
book, Believing Cassandra, on a grant provided by 
the Institute. During that time he also managed an 
international design competition to produce the 
world’s first “smart electricity meter,” which gained 
coverage in the New York Times and Wired. 
 
Executive Director, Earth Charter (2005-2007) 
After a six-month strategic review performed by the 
AtKisson Group consulting network, Alan AtKisson 
was asked by the Earth Charter commissioners to 
take on a temporary CEO role and implement the 
Group’s recommendations. AtKisson took over and 
led a complete restructuring effort that built a new 
governance system and program, before returning 
the reins to the previous Executive Director. 
 
Strategic Consultant to Nike, Inc. (2000-2006) 
Nike is now considered a global leader in 
sustainability. AtKisson was part of the team of 
consultants and advisors that helped the company 
get started on its “sustainability journey,” providing 
occasional inspirational talks, specialized project 
input on indicators and metrics, and training for its 
internal change agents. 
 
Strategic Consultant to Levi Strauss & Co. (2006-) 
AtKisson worked with the iconic jeans and clothing 
company over an intensive seven-year period, 
providing external strategic assessments and advice, 
training the global sustainability team, giving 
inspirational talks, coaching executives, and 
providing advice on current trends in sustainability. 
During that time, Levi Strauss & Co., thanks to 
excellent internal leadership, made big advances and 
rose dramatically in relevant international rankings. 
 
SIDA’s International Training Programs (2008-) 
AtKisson is a regular (and often top-evaluated) 
speaker in a number of Swedish government-
sponsored training programs for officials from 
developing countries. He supports trainings in change 
and sustainability in topics as diverse as education, 
water management, and coastal development. 

Support to the United Nations at CoP-15 (2009) 
AtKisson was asked by the UN Division for Sustainable 
Development to prepare a strategy paper on how to 
rapidly scale up renewable energy globally by 
investing in energy access for developing countries. 
The “Big Push” concept he described was endorsed 
by many major research institutes and NGOs, and 
later subsumed into the Secretary-General’s 
“Sustainable Energy for All” initiative. 
 
UN Office of Sustainable Development (2011-2013) 
UNOSD is a new center for knowledge, research, and 
communication on SD, based in South Korea (which 
has committed the financing). UNOSD is a direct 
extension of the United Nations Secretariat in New 
York. AtKisson developed the initial design and plan 
for the center, helped to get it established in South 
Korea, advised the initial management process, and 
supported the development of its knowledge 
management and capacity building work. He later 
worked with several other UN offices, as well as with 
the UN secretariat (Dept. of Economic and Social 
Affairs) directly, helping them to develop new 
strategic plans and sustainability frameworks. 
 
EY (2012-2013) 
Working with partner Axel Klimek, AtKisson reviewed 
the strategic sustainability position of EY (formerly 
Ernst & Young) in comparison with the other “Big 
Four” firms (PwC, KPMG, Deloitte), and provided a 
detailed report to EY senior management. He also 
keynoted a Partner Leadership Forum and worked 
with Klimek and other AtKisson Group colleagues in 
developing a computer-based simulation game for 
use in training EY partners in sustainable business. 
 
WWF, CDP, & The 3 Percent Solution (2011-2013) 
Over a period of two years, AtKisson provided 
behind-the-scenes strategic input, facilitation, and 
coaching support to a joint WWF-CDP initiative that 
resulted in a ground-breaking report (authored by 
McKinsey & Co. and Point 380) on how US companies 
could reduce CO2 emissions at a profit. 
 

Alan AtKisson has been  
a strategic advisor, 

leader, or trainer behind 
a number of important 

(and often world-leading) 
sustainability initiatives  

for more than  
twenty-five years 



 

 

  

Contact 
To get in touch with Alan AtKisson, or to explore 
booking him for a keynote, workshop, or show, 
please send an email to Cassandra@AtKisson.com 

Alan AtKisson c/o The AtKisson Group 
Stockholm • Boston • Frankfurt • Paris • Jakarta • Bangkok • Tokyo 
and other cities 
 
www.AtKisson.com 
www.AlanAtKisson.com 
 
Cassandra@AtKisson.com 
 


